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FRED GALVAN 


THE THIRD IORLD Ai'D PRESS FREEDOIN 


ANNCR = 
ONE OF THE ITEIiS Of THE AGENDA OF THE NOH-ALIGNED CONFERENCE 


IN SRI LAHKA IS AH INDIAH-SPONSORED MOVE THAT WOULD CREATE A 
THIRD WORLD SYSTEI! OF NEWS DISSEMIIATIO“N. VOA NES ANALYST FRED 
GALVAH HAS THESE THOUGHTS: 

VOICE: 

THE IMDIAN IHITIATIVE, PLACED BEFORE SONIE SIXTY THIRD WORLD 
GOVERHHENTS LAST NONTH, STEHIS FROM A VALID PREINISE. IT IS THAT 
EXISTIUG COMMERCIAL MES AGENCIES FREQUENTLY OVERLOOK SOME OF 
THE HORE POSITIVE EVENTS OCCURRIHG Til THE DEVELOPING WORLD. 

THE REASONS FOR THIS COVERAGE GAP ARE OBVIOUS -- NO PRIVATELY- 
OWNED HES AGENCY, HOWEVER RICH OR POWERFUL CAN COVER ALL THE 
NEWS ALL OF THE THE. THERE IS SO;iE VALIDITY, TOO, IN THE 
CHARGE OFTEN HEARD THAT NEWS ORIGINATING Lit THE NON-ALIGHED 
VORLD SOHETINES IS REPORTED INACCURATELY. AND IT IS GENERALLY 
RECOGNIZED THAT YOUNG GOVERNIICiITS OFTEN ARE FRAGILE STRUCTURES, 
SENSITIVE TO ‘!HAT THEY COHSIDER UNFAIR OR TENDENTIOUS REPORTING. 
ALL TOO OFTEN, SUCH GOVERNMENTS REACT NEGATIVELY BY EXPELLING OR 
EVEN IMPRISOUING THCSE THEY CONSIDER OFFENDING JOURNALISTS. 

A RECENT CASE Ii! POINT WAC THE ARREST FOR NINE DAYS AND 
EVENTUAL EXPULSION BY THE ANCOLAi! GOVERNIiEt:T OF A WASHINGTON 
POST SPECIAL REPORTER -- CARYLE NURPHY. HISS MURPHY WAS ACCUSED 
BY LUANDA AUTHORITIES OF HOSTILE REPORTING WHEN SHE FILED A STORY 
SAYING THAT PRESIDENT HETO'S HON-ALIGNED FOREIGN POLICY WAS 
MEETING OPPOSITION FROF A PRO-SOVIET FACTION WITHIN HIS OUr 


POPULAR MOVEMENT. 
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CARYLE MURPHY'S ARREST AD EXPULSION IS THE KIND OF TREATMENT 
OF FOREIGN JOURNALISTS IN DEVELOPING COUNTRIES THAT IS CITED BY 
PEOPLE COHCERNED ABOUT PRCSS FREEDOM. AND IT ILLUSTRATES THE 
TYPE OF CONTROLS THAT COULD BE IiiPOSED THROUGH SUCH DEVICES AS 
THE NEWS POOL PROPOSED BY INDIA, THEY CITE FURTHER THE CASE OF 
THDIA, WHICH HAS IMPOSED IROi! CONTROLS ON BOTH THE DOMESTIC AND 
FOREIGN PRESS -- TO THE EXTENT THAT THE BRITISI! BROADCASTING 
CORPORATION, FOR ONE, DECIDED TO PULL OUT ITS CORRESPONDENTS 
THERE SINCE THEY COULD NOT OPERATE UNDER SUCH A REPRESSIVE 
SYSTEM, 

Oi} THE OTHER HAND, THESE SANE CRITICS OF THE INDIAN PROPOSAL 
RECOGNIZE THAT IF A DEVELOPING WORLD NEWS POOL 1S IMPLEMENTED BY 
THE SRI LANKA NOH-ALIGNED COUIFERENCE IN SuCcii A WAY AS TO PROMOTE 
THE FLOW OF INFORMATION THROUGHOUT THE WORLD, IT SHi0ULD BE 
WELCOHED. 

IN OTHER WORDS, SUCH A NEWS POOL STIMULATES A WIDER 
INTERCHANGE OF INFORMATION AlOHG ITS DEVELOPING WORLD SUBSCRIBERS-- 
WELL AND GOOD. AND IF iT PROJECTS ACCURATE REFLECTIONS OF THE 
CONCERNS FELT BY THOSE NATIONS TO THE INDUSTRIALIZED COUNTRIES, THAT 
TOO SHOULD GE WELL RECEIVED. FOR AlYTHING THAT PROMOTES A 
DEEPER UNDERSTANDIHG OF THOSE COMCERNS CAN ONLY HELP THE 
DEVELOPED 'ORLD DEAL COOPERATIVELY WITH THEM, 


JS/PBM 


